real living, National
01 Jul 2013
Style simplicity
Homeowner Georgina
Jeffries with her devoted
Weimaraner Luna. A
framed print from Vintage
Posters Only adds a pop
of colour to the dining area,
where a Round Cross table
from Map and mid-century
Danish chairs from Le
Contraste provide warm
timber tones in the mono
scheme. The pendants are
Louis Poulsen “Billiard”
lights from Living Edge.
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A Melbourne interior designer combines her love for fashion & interiors to
transform a rundown weatherboard cottage into a cool, contemporary & stylish pad
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“MODEL GOOD LOOKS” is a term that could just as easily apply to
interior designer Georgina Jeffries as to her home in Melbourne’s cool
inner-suburb of Prahran. Tall, blonde and with a penchant for wearing
striking monochrome outfits, Georgina has created a home that also
features a combination of textured black and white surfaces – and, just
like her outfits, Georgina’s home has that extra dash of chic thanks to
a collection of eclectic vintage pieces.
Together with her best friend Pip McCully, Georgina founded interior
design studio Wonder in 2009, and the duo have since created
fashionable interiors for clothing labels Life With Bird and Alice McCall,
as well as a string of stunning modern apartments and houses.
However, her toughest ever brief was the one she gave herself when
she renovated the rundown two-bedroom weatherboard cottage she
purchased from a friend in 2005.
“It was serendipitous that I was looking for a house at the same time as
my friend was looking to sell,” Georgina says. “When I visited the place
I just knew it was meant to be. The price was right and the location was
perfect. It had integrity and great potential, but it needed a lot of love.”
The home was a typical 1920s single-fronted Edwardian cottage with
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who lives here?
Georgina Jeffries, co-owner of interior
design studio Wonder, with her Weinmaraner Luna
Designofwonder.com.au
White works Georgina painted all the walls throughout her home
white – Dulux “Vivid White” – and the kitchen cabinetry is also a crisp
white. “My home’s style is very minimal with a monochromatic palette
– it’s the perfect blank canvas for all the new and old pieces I have
collected over the years,” she says.
Fave space Georgina loves her bathroom, which combines a feeling
of decadence while maintaining a minimal look. “It was previously the
living room, so the proportions are really generous,” she says.
Double duty In the kitchen, there is a hidden “room” that holds
the pantry and appliances. “I took a risk in designing a double-sided
kitchen, but the result is a modern interpretation of a butler’s pantry,
hidden behind a streamlined kitchen,” Georgina says.
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Cool eclectic
Georgina combined
vintage rustic with luxe
modern in the kitchen
by topping an old
carpenters table with the
same Elba white marble
used in the kitchen
bench and splashback.
The Tolix “Tabouret”
stool is from Thonet.
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A seamless flow
Georgina simplified the
layout of her home by
knocking down the existing
lean-to and replacing it with
a combined kitchen, dining
and living space.

“ I WA NTE D TO BU I LD A HOM E TO LI V E I N , A PL ACE FOR E NTE RTA I N I NG A N D A CO M FO RTA B LE R ETR E AT
– IT’S TH AT A N D M OR E , A N D IT H AS B ECO M E TH E M E ETI N G PO I NT FOR A LL M Y FR I E N DS ”
Social space
The soft grey shade of
the generous flannelcovered sofa from King
Furniture contrasts
beautifully with a
colourful patchwork
rug from Loom. The
monochromatic artwork
is by New York-based
artist Devin McGrath.
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a lean-to exterior and courtyard at the rear, but various renovations over the
years had left it feeling mismatched. “It had great bones but it lacked any
sense of modern living,” Georgina says.
“I set myself a pretty complex renovation brief – considering that I was both
the designer and the client!” she says. “My aim was to maximise the natural
light and to have a more seamless flow between the spaces, so I basically
gutted the place and added a new extension to the rear. I moved the
bathroom closer to the bedrooms and designed an open-plan living space.”
Throughout her home Georgina purposely limited the amount of materials
and finishes to achieve an elegant and simple style. All walls have been painted
white, and in the original part of the home, the Baltic pine floorboards were
sanded back and limewashed, while in the new extension at the rear a striking
dark grey polished concrete floor adds a contemporary vibe. The style may be
pared-back, but the feel is definitely luxe, thanks to the generous room sizes,
and in the kitchen, the inclusion of a 4m marble bench and splashback.
Georgina has added texture and warmth to her home by mixing the
modern pieces with unique vintage furniture. “Not everything needs to
be ‘designer’,” she says. “I love to place eclectic and vintage finds in a
contemporary setting – it creates personality and character.”
It’s clear that Georgina has well and truly fulfilled her own brief. “I wanted
to build a home to live in, a place for entertaining and a comfortable retreat
– it’s that and more!”

Monochrome magic
In Georgina’s bedroom, the simple,
graphic lines of the La Lampe Gras
“No. 215” floor lamp from Luke
Furniture provides a stark contrast
to the all-white scheme.
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Feminine fancy
Georgina has added feminine touches to the bathroom by hanging
a delicate teacup pendant light by Suzie Stanford, and repurposing
an old glove mould bought on eBay as a jewellery stand.

Personal touches
A fur stole that belonged
to Georgina’s grandmother
sits on an Eames
“Moulded” plywood chair
from Living Edge. The
framed Ever After artwork
was a gift from a friend,
vintage fashion curator
Kirsty Barros. The large
Ikea mirror is not only
perfect for dressing, but
it’s a great tool to bounce
light around the room.
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Bathroom luxe
Georgina dyed a pair
of white linen curtains
from Ikea an inky black
to create a sense of
drama and privacy in the
bathroom. The luxurious
freestanding Kaldewei
bath is from Rogerseller.
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“ I LOVE TO PLACE ECLECTIC AND VINTAGE FINDS IN A MODERN
SETTING — IT CREATES PERSONALIT Y AND CHAR ACTER”
real living
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Sunny space
Georgina relaxes in the
dappled sun on her front
verandah. She kept the
garden scheme simple,
featuring massed fishbone
ferns in large white
pots. The white exterior
weatherboard allows the
greenery to really pop.
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Best angle
La Lampe Gras “N°215”
floor lamp, $1339,
Luke Furniture.

PAINTS
INTERIOR Dulux Wash
& Wear 101 Barrier
Technology in Vivid
White, $74.95 for 4L.
EXTERIOR Murobond
Interior pure low sheen in
Just White, $86 for 4L.

Grand illusion
Calacatta marble
is encased around
the island bench to
create the illusion
of depth. The tap
is Paco Jaanson.

Bright idea
Teacup light,
$185, Suzie
Stanford.

VIVID WHITE

White light
Louis Poulsen
“Toldbod 220”
pendant, $465,
Living Edge.

Retro classic
Replica Eames “DCW”
chair in Walnut,
$295, Matt Blatt.

JUST WHITE
Statement shading
On her choice of black blinds, Georgina says, “I wanted
to add a layer of contrast to the interior without effecting
the architecture. They are a feature of the space.”
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GEORGINA’S MOODBOARD Cool contemporary mixes with character-filled eclectic
A

Top table
Stella 8-seat dining
table in Solid American
Oak, $6400, Zuster.
1.8m diameter.
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Cubby holes
Replica
“Componibili”
medium round
storage unit
in White, $119,
Interior Classics.

Smart stool
Tolix “Tabouret”
stool in White (65cm),
$280, Thonet.

C

Georgina loves fashion
& interiors

FINISHES
FLOORING Textline Urban
in Dune Anthracite (A),
about $53 a sq m, Gerflor.
BENCHTOP Elba white
marble (B), from CDK
Stone. FLOORBOARDS
Pine in Brushed White
Oil (C), $128.70, Mafi.
For stockists, see page 184.

Nice & simple
Hovet mirror,
$199, Ikea.
1.96m x 78cm.

Patchwork piece
Hepsi rug, $3100, Loom Rugs.
2.75m x 3.8m; made with
vintage rugs.

Luna the Weimaraner
strikes a pose
real living
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